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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECRE, ECON, GY 

SUBJECT: UPPER MAZARUNI ROAD PROJECT BEGINS AGAIN 

1 . THE GUYANA CHRONICLE REPORTED (JANUARY 25) THAT 
THE UPPER MAZARUNI ROAD PROJECT (UMRP) WOULD BE BACK 
IN FULL SWING NEXT WEEK. ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE, 

WORK ON THE PROJECT WAS DELAYED BECAUSE OF A) TRADI- 
TIONAL CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY B) UNFAVORABLE WEATHER, 

AND C) "THE LATE APPROVAL OF THE 1977 BUDGET." THE 
ARTICLE STRESSED THAT WHILE THE 1977 BUDGET REQUIRED 
SOME "PRUNING", EMPLOYMENT WOULD BE MAINTAINED AT THE 
1976 LEVEL ALTHOUGH THE ARTICLE HEDGED A BIT ON 
THIS SUBJECT AND REFERRED TO STAFF PRUNING AS PROJECTS 
WERE COMPLETED. COMMENT: THE UPPER MAZARUNI HYDRO- 
DAM PROJECT IS A MAJOR PRIORITY OF THE GOG. 

GEORGETOWN RUMORS HAVE PERSISTENTLY TIED THE UMRP 
WORK "HOLIDAY" TO THE GOG'S CURRENT ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS I.E., THAT LARGE LAYOFFS OF WORKERS WOULD 
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BE MADE BECAUSE OF LACK OF FUNDS. PURPORTEDLY 
THE ARTICLE LAYS THIS RUMOR TO REST AT LEAST IN 
THE NEAR FUTURE. 
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